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Summary

This study examines the experience of Somaliland since its unilateral declaration of independence from the

Republic of Somaliain 1991, with a focus on its state-building process in the absence of international recognition.
It explores the historical and political background that led to the emergence of this entity and highlights the
development of its political and constitutional system, mechanisms of power transition, and the role of clan-based

traditions in maintaining internal stability

Somaliland adopted a hybrid political model that blends modern democratic institutions with traditional

governance structures. This model enabled the conduct of peaceful presidential and parliamentary elections
and reinforced the principle of peaceful power transfer. The study also addresses critical challenges faced by the
emerging state, most notably the lack of international recognition, repeated election delays, underrepresentation

.of women, and the dominance of clan structures in political life

The study concludes thatthe Somaliland experience presents animportant model for post-conflict environments,
from which other regions—such as South Yemen (Aden)—can draw lessons, particularly in terms of building

.national consensus and institutional stability through locally grounded mechanisms
:Keywords

Somaliland, international recognition, state-building, democracy, hybrid governance, power transition, women
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