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Abstract

This critical study analyzes the collection of very short stories titled Wali Al-Madina by the Palestinian writer

Suhail Ibrahim Issaawi, which comprises fifty-eight stories representing a distinguished artistic experience in the
genre of very shortstories within contemporary Arabic literature. The study aims to uncover the artistic and stylistic
features of these stories, with a particular focus on the technique of the “closure” (qufl) that evokes astonishment
at the endings, and its role in achieving aesthetic and psychological impact on the reader. It also seeks to explore
the social and human themes reflected in the stories and their connection to the Palestinian and Arab realities.
To achieve these objectives, the study adopts a critical literary analytical approach that allows for an in-depth
reading of the texts’ structures and their artistic and thematic elements, relying on modern critical theories such
as the theory of astonishment, closure, and social criticism. The study’s tools include detailed textual analysis of
narrative elements such as time, place, characters, and dialogue, in addition to examining the linguistic style and
symbolism used. The sample of the study consists of all the stories included in the collection, granting the study

.comprehensiveness in covering the writer's experience in this literary form

The study'sresults reveal that Suhail Ibrahim Issaawi possesses an exceptional ability to achieve condensation and

brevity in his texts, employing clear and simple language that carries deep philosophical and social connotations.
The technique of closure and astonishment at the story endings emerges as one of the most prominent features
of the collection, where these surprising endings contribute to capturing the reader’s attention and arousing their
curiosity, prompting them to reread the text and reflect on its meanings from multiple perspectives. The stories
also reflect diverse social and human themes, including occupation, justice, identity, poverty, injustice, social
changes, and the impact of technology on human relationships. The writer’s style is characterized by sharp irony
and sophisticated symbolism that links Palestinian and Arab heritage with contemporary reality, creating profound
cultural and artistic communication. Moreover, the stories present models of characters representing various
social strata, reflecting tensions between the individual and authority, and between tradition and modernity,
mirroring the internal and external conflicts experienced by Palestinian and Arab societies. The study confirms that
Issaawi’s experience in very short stories constitutes a qualitative addition to Arabic literature, as he has succeeded
in developing the techniques of this genre and innovating narrative methods that balance brevity and depth, as

.well as aesthetics and social commitment

Based on these results, the study recommends encouraging researchers to pay greater attention to the study of

the very shortstory genre in Arabic literature due to its artistic and cultural significance in expressing contemporary
issues and human challenges. It also calls for supporting the publication and dissemination of Suhail Ibrahim
Issaawi’s works to expand the circle of readers and critics interested in this literary form, and for incorporating
very short story texts into literary curricula to familiarize students with this modern literary genre and enhance
their critical skills. The study encourages young writers to explore and develop the techniques of the very short
story to serve artistic and social expression, and advocates conducting comparative studies between Arab and
international experiences in this field to deepen critical understanding and develop analytical tools. Overall, the
study emphasizes that the very short story is not merely a concise literary form but an effective tool for expressing
and influencing reality, and that Suhail Ibrahim Issaawi’s experience represents a pioneering model of this genre in

.contemporary Arabic literature, deserving further research and study

Keywords: Social Realism, Aesthetic Shock, Very Short Story, Astonishing Closure, Wali Al-Madina Collection,

Suhail Ibrahim Issaawi
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