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Abstract

The Arab states bordering the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the Arabian
Gulf are among the most important geopolitical regions in the world. This is due to several rea-
sons, most notably their possession of vast oil and gas reserves. The United States seeks to ensure
the stability of oil and gas supplies due to their importance in supporting the global economy.
Furthermore, these regions oversee vital maritime routes for global trade, such as the Strait of
Hormuz and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, through which a large proportion of global trade, espe-
cially oil, passes.

This strategic importance enhances the international influence of the United States, en-
abling it to impact regional and global issues and confront rival powers, particularly Iran, as well
as limit the influence of other international powers such as China and Russia. This significance
has attracted the attention of major powers, especially the United States, which has sought to
strengthen its presence and influence in these regions to achieve various strategic objectives.

This has led to increased dependency, as some countries rely on external protection in-
stead of achieving strategic stability. Resources have been depleted through massive arms deals,
and conflicts have been fueled by ongoing regional tensions and direct or indirect interference
in internal affairs.

The research addresses the importance of the geographical location of the countries bor-

dering the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, the military projects of the United States, and the ef-
fects of Iran-related conflicts on the countries bordering the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea. It also
examines the Saudi military escalation in southern Arabia and the ongoing exploitation of oil

.resources in Hadramawt. The study concludes with findings, recommendations, and references
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Abstract

The Southern Giants Forces: From Salafi Roots to Military Efficacy and Political Influence in
Shaping Yemen’s Map

This study examines the phenomenon of the “Southern Giants Forces” (SGF) as a rising mil-
itary and political power in the contemporary Yemeni landscape. It traces their evolutionary
journey from “Wadi’i” Salafi groups—traditionally characterized by missionary work and
political quietism—into one of the most disciplined and effective military forces confronting
the Houthi movement. The study begins by exploring their origins in the “Dammaj” center
in Sa'dah, explaining how the Houthi siege of the center in 2013 and the invasion of Southern
Yemen in 2015 triggered a radical shift in Salafi doctrine from “Traditional Salafism” to “Mil-
itant Salafism,” driven by the imperatives of defending both faith and territory.

In its military dimension, the study analyzes the structural formation of these forces, argu-
ing that the secret of their success lies in a unique synthesis of strict religious ideology and
advanced military training, supported directly by the United Arab Emirates within the Arab
Coalition. It highlights pivotal milestones in their military history, ranging from the Western
Coast campaigns and the liberation of Al-Mukha to “Operation South Tornado” in Shabwah
in 2022, which demonstrated the SGF’s ability to shift strategic power dynamics in record
time.

Furthermore, the study investigates the political positioning of the Giants Forces, noting the
close alignment between their objectives and those of the “Southern Transitional Council”
(STC) in seeking the restoration of a Southern State. Simultaneously, they maintain a distinct
organizational and regional identity that positions them as a balancing power within the
Presidential Leadership Council (PLC), represented by their leader, “Abu Zara’a al-Muhar-
rami” The study concludes that the Giants Forces are no longer a transient military faction;
rather, they have become a fundamental pillar in the equation of stability and the securing
of vital infrastructure and international shipping lanes. This grants them a pivotal role in
shaping any comprehensive future political settlement in Yemen, as they represent a force
that cannot be bypassed in determining the fate of the southern governorates and the future

structure of the state.
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Abstract
At the dawn of the twenty-first century, humanity aspires to establish a safe and bal-
anced relationship with the environment, grounded in sound environmental princi-
ples. The current stage of human-environment interaction represents a phase of an-
ticipated reconciliation, aiming to restore safe coexistence between humans and their
surroundings and to realign this relationship along an environmentally sustainable
path. This approach seeks to achieve the dual objectives of global strategy: the protec-
tion and conservation of the environment on one hand, and sustainable development
on the other.
The origins of this phase can be traced back to the early 1990s, beginning with the
Earth Summit (Rio Conference) held in Brazil in June 1992, followed by subsequent
international conferences, including the Johannesburg Summit in South Africa in
2002 and the Copenhagen Conference in Denmark in 2010. These conferences primar-
ily addressed critical environmental issues that contribute to ongoing environmental
degradation, such as desertification, pollution, depletion of the ozone layer, global
warming, and climate change.
The current phase requires the implementation of numerous mechanisms and a
strong commitment to action. This study examines the location of the study area, the
diverse climatic conditions of the region, urban land uses and their impacts on the

coastal environment, then results, recommendations, and references.
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